
ASHONA OSBORNE, 23, 

worker at arby ’s

THOMAS HOFFMAN, 67, conservation 

program coordinator, sierra club

REVEREND RODNEY ADAM LYDE, 45, 

baptist temple church of homewood

SUSAN FRIETSCHE, 58, senior staff 

attorney, women's l aw project

LENA GERMANY, 22, 

worker at kfc

MARIA CENTENO, 46, 

security guard

TYRONE HEATH, 40, 

home care worker

MARY ANN WILLIAMS, 

65, worker at upmc

CHRISTINE ANDERSON, 33, 

nursing home worker

LEON FORD JR., 22, 

community activist

TERRANCE PICKENS, 33, 

worker at mcdonald’s

BEMMA PIETERSON, 21, 

activist

CARL REDWOOD, 62, chairperson, 

hil l district consensus group

“this campaign isn't just 
for fast-food workers. i t 's 
for low-wage employees ... 
the fact that we are the 

people that run the nation, 
we are still struggling. we 

have to rely on govern-
ment assistance.” 

“we can't afford to l ive in 
this world.”

“i believe everybody is 
affected by workers 

making minimum wage. when 
you talk about violence in 
the community and crimes 

being done, a lot of i t 
comes down to people not 
having jobs. or, if they do 
have jobs, people are not 
making enough money to 

feed their famil ies.”

“i'm a single father, so 
trust me, $7.25, that's not 
cutting i t ... i can barely 

keep up on my bills. i 've got 
to do side work just to 

make ends meet.” 

“everybody deserves to be 
able to l ive comfortably … 

i t ’s got to change.”

“minorities are dispropor-
tionately affected by this. 

so, as a minori ty, i t 's my 
job to fight for my people 

when i can.” 

“i t seems l ike people think 
that caring is going 

beyond what you need to 
do. when i t 's really just 

what you should do.”  

“[pollution ] ends up in the 
poorer communities ... when 

we would talk to folks 
about the air qualit y there, 
some would say, ‘well i get 
that, but today i'm really 

worried about how i'm going 
to feed my kids. how i'm going 
to get to work.’ ... we need 
to be part of a movement 
that is building power in 

those communities.” 
 

“we're not taking i t anymore. 
we are speaking out. and it is 

time for the low-income 
families to start getting 

paid. these ceos don't 
realize that without us, they 

wouldn't have a company.”

“we deserve the respect and 
the raises that we ask for. 

i t 's only fair.”

“when you go to college, you 
expect to be making all this 

money because you did 
exactly what you were 

supposed to do.” 

“you work all these hours 
and dedicate all this time to 
your job, and you still don't 

have enough at the end of 
the day.” 

“the law just isn't the 
answer, at least not at this 
time. so that 's why the fight 
for $15 movement is impor-
tant, because for a lot of 
low-wage workers    a lot 
of women in these horrible 

workplace situations     
telling them to get a 

lawyer and go to court 
just is not a solution.”

“in l ife, you kind of 
accept if you don't make a 
lot of money, that 's just 

the way it is.”

“but, i t 's not like the job i 
do isn ’t important    i t 

definitely is. i t 's a l ife-
and-death job ... my cl ient 

is an old lady, she is a 
ser ious fal l risk.”

_

“it 's important to everyone 
in the city of pittsburgh 

because it boosts the 
economy. the more money we 
make, the more we're going 

to be able to buy things that 
we can't buy now.”

“a lot of these people own 
homes. how do they pay taxes 

on their homes? i know i'm 
having a hard time.”

“as a minister in a church, i 
stand on a legacy of people 

that    were they not 
fighting    we wouldn't have 

civil rights acts, we wouldn't 
have fair housing acts, we 

wouldn't have the dismantling 
of separate-but-equal. 

fighting means, in large part, 
getting a glimpse of how you 
see the world ought to be. 
and then being invested in 

making i t as such.” 

_

_

“people with lower incomes 
are being run out of town, 
so they can build this ‘new 
pittsburgh ’ ... some people 
wil l end up living way out, 

having to catch the bus into 
pittsburgh to work at 

mcdonald's ... or work at 
upmc for low wages.” 

“we need to recognize who 
the workers are that really 
are essential for the smooth 

operations of things.”

_
_

“you go to battle, you 
need numbers. pol i ticians, 
you need numbers ... and 
the fight for $15 move-
ment    every day, our 
numbers are growing.” 

CHRIS ELLIS, 26, worker 

at mcdonald’s

“people think that we just 
fl ip burgers, we just take 

your orders and we mess up 
your orders. no, we're 

human beings, too. there's a 
lot of stuff we go through. 

we get burned. we don't 
even have health care. we're 
forced to go to work when 

we're sick.”

NATALIA RUDIAK, 35, pittsburgh 

city councilor, district 4

“right now the american 
taxpayer is paying for these 
families to make ends meet 

while subsidizing the profits 
of these corporations.”

“at the end of the day, i do 
think we're a nation in denial 
about who's paying the price 

for poverty in america.” 

_

“don't be afraid to 
stand with us. you're not 

going to be, in no way 
shape or form, alone.”

local voices involved in the ‘fight for $15,’ a national campaign 
among low-wage workers for $15 an hour and union rights.
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